CHELLASTON INFANT SCHOOL
PARENTS’ NEWSLETTER – July 2019

Happy Summer Holiday!
Well, the year is almost done and where did it go?!
We’d like to take this opportunity to say goodbye to our Year 2 children and their parents, and if you’ve no
siblings coming through and it’s a final farewell, please pop back and see us… you know where we are and we
are always interested in how things are going. We look forward to our current Year 1’s taking the lead in
school, continuing to make amazing progress and supporting their younger peers. Our current Reception
children will take their first step into Key Stage 1 and we know their new teachers have some fantastic things
planned for them. And finally we’re excited to meet our new Foundation Stage 2 children, all eager to start
school! Also, a thank you, for your continued support as parents of the children we teach. We do this job
together, and side by side, for the good of the children and we love sharing their learning journey with you.
Together we are stronger.
BABIES ON THE WAY!
Many of you will have noticed that
Mrs Bayliss and Mrs Knight are
expecting little bundles of joy quite soon.
Although returning for a short while in
the Autumn term neither will be starting
with a new class for the time they remain.

FANFARE PLEASE….
The PTFA Summer Fair
raised a whopping £3436.71
despite the rain!
GOODBYE: We’ve enjoyed having Miss
Gregory as part of our MDS team this year,
and thank her for her hard work with the
children over lunchtime.

HEALTHY LIVING WEEK
The children had a fantastic week learning all about different ways to keep our bodies and minds healthy; from the
importance of exercise to a visit from the dentists, to knowing how to wash our hands properly to dance and yoga!
Thank you to everyone who contributed to another great focus week.
We also saw some lovely team spirit and our older children having the chance to look after and support their younger
peers on Sports Day… when it eventually happened. Thank you for your support on the day and your willingness to
join in with the fun!

CLASSES FOR SEPTEMBER 2019
Class 1 – Miss Parr
Clever Caterpillars
TA Mrs Suticliffe & Mrs Billington
Class 5 – Mrs Howe and Mrs Reynolds

Marvellous Meerkats
TA Miss Bingham
Class 9 – Mrs Webster (M/T/W)
and Mrs Stevenson (Th/F)

Delightful Dolphins
TAs Mrs Baker (am) &
Mrs Elliott (pm)

Class 2 – Mrs Wakeling
Busy Bees
TA Mrs Robey & Miss Barlow
Class 6 – Miss Bowen
Eager Elephants
TA Mrs Hancock
Class 10 – Miss Rowley
Super Starfish
TAs Mrs Baker (am) & Mrs
Elliott (pm)

Class 3 – Mrs Brooke
Amazing Ants
TA Ms Steed
Class 7 – Mrs Wilkinson (M/T &
alternate W) & Mrs Hamilton (Th/F
& alternate W)

Perfect Pandas
TA Mrs Pearce
Class 11 – Miss Barber
Terrific Turtles
TA Mrs Kittridge & Mrs Box

Class 4 – Mrs Glover
Super Spiders
TA Mrs Paciolla & Miss Clark
Class 8 – Mrs McKeown
Terrific Tigers
TA Mrs Falevina
Class 12 – Mrs Selby (M/T/Th/F) &
Mrs Stevenson (W)

Perfect Penguins
TA Mrs Kittridge
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RECEPTION CHILDREN’S PARENTS
Just another reminder that from September when your children move into Year 1, we will be asking you to leave your
children as they enter the school building at the Year 1 ramp (located opposite the ‘top’ Flatt’s Path gate e.g. closest
to the shops end of the path). We do ask parents not to enter the building due to the high volume of children arriving
and to avoid congestion in our corridors which is a safety risk.
We know you, and your child’s teachers, have been working really hard all year at supporting the children with their
independence and we know they are ready for this next big step!
Please feel free to wave goodbye at the little window, many of our current Y1s do this with their parents and leave
any messages for class teachers with the staff on the door who do note these and take them around once the school
gates are closed. Class teachers are much easier to talk to at the end of the school day and we would urge you to
use this time for non-urgent communications.
COLLECTING AT HOME TIME
Class 5 – Mrs Reynolds and Mrs Howe will dismiss from the door outside Class 6; this is located past the trim trail.
Class 6 – Miss Bowen will also dismiss from the door outside her classroom.
Class 7 – Mrs Wilkinson and Mrs Bayliss will dismiss from the Year 1 ramp where the children enter in the morning.
Class 8 – Mrs McKeown will dismiss from the fire exit opposite the staff carpark (the children will know it as “First Aid”)

A map is on Class Dojo if you look back through the posts – thanks to the parent who asked great suggestion!
Some parents have been asking what happens when you are collecting from 2 different locations as you have more
than 1 child in school; we would suggest that perhaps in September you collect your older child first as FS2 classes
take longer to come out at first, then swap to collecting the younger child – rest assured we will not let anyone go
without having first seen an adult who is part of their normal collection pattern.

SUMMER HOLIDAY HOMEWORK
You will be aware that we do not set homework for any of our school holidays; we know you have lots of
lovely things planned and if you don’t we’ve some suggestions for you coming soon. However if you only
do one thing for us…..

Please, please, please stay in the habit of sharing and reading books
together – we have seen a huge drop off in some of the children reading at
home this year, it is sadly, astonishing.
If you would like further information about Derby Library’s Summer Reading Challenge this can be found
here: https://www.inderby.org.uk/libraries/childrens-and-family-activities/summer-reading-challenge/
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Some great resources being produced to
support the mental health of our children
by Young Minds, particularly poignant at
the moment:
https://youngminds.org.uk/media/3138/ma
king-goodbyes-easier.pdf
And this:
https://youngminds.org.uk/media/1710/top
-ten-tips-poster.pdf

OTHER THINGS TO DO THIS SUMMER

AND…..

MAKE SURE THEY’RE SAFE ONLINE

Check out the parent’s guide here:
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parent
s/jessie-and-friends/
Are you a ‘sharent’? read an
interesting article:
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/ar
ticles/Sharing-pictures-of-yourchildren/?utm_source=Thinkuknow&utm
_campaign=8a726bc872TUK_JULY_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019&
utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0b54
505554-8a726bc872-64817781

DERBY SIGNFEST
The 9th – 15th September sees the launch of a new and exciting festival in
Derby. Derby Signfest is a new festival happening across Derby, celebrating
and raising awareness of British Sign Language, and the fact that Derby has
the second largest Deaf community outside of London. There is an exciting
week planned of theatre, workshops, family activities, tours, arts & sports
activities for schools, BSL film festival, subtitled films, Deaf history museum and much much more. There is something in
the festival for everyone, people of all ages both Deaf and hearing. The week long programme of events can be found
here: http://www.derbysignfest.co.uk/events and Derby Theatre have a series of special events too
https://www.derbytheatre.co.uk/derby-signfest-2019 We hope you’ll find time to support some of the activities! We will
also be learning this song in September if you want to have a practise! https://youtu.be/4O7Y6vJ9UVw
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BEST CHILDREN’S BOOKS OF 2019… SO FAR!
Why not pick one to read this summer?

LOTS OF THINGS GOING ON THROUGH OUR LOCAL CHILDREN’S CENTRES

Check out ‘Cycle Derby’ for opportunities to learn to ride a bike
or improve skills: https://www.cyclederby.co.uk/holidays

A new national campaign has
been launched with ideas
to support children's learning
at home, or as part of everyday
activities like catching the bus or
doing the shopping. The idea behind the new
Department for Education sponsored website is
for parents to get ideas on how to use everyday
opportunities, like going to the shops and playing
make-believe games, as part of a relentless
society-wide effort to improve the early literacy
and language skills in the years before and as
children start school.

https://hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk/
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